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© A paſſionate Man, upon the review of his day, will have 
„very tew gratifications to offer to his Pride, when he has 
% conſidered how his outrages were cauſed, why they were 
& born, and in what they are likely to end at laſt.” 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


7 T may be thought, by many readers, that the 
Author of this 2 Epiſile, has been too ſpar- 
ing of the inferences which might be drawn from ſo 
dangerous an accuſation as A it; but the 
fact is, he choſe to be fo, that the acts alone, might 
ſpeak for themſelves to thinking minds. 


His motive, after ſelf defence, is purely ſecial ; 
having been an eye witneſs of the horrors produced 
by ſimilar beginnings in France, at the commence- 
ment of their Revolution, he feels, that ſuch a pro- 
penſiiy ts defſignate particular perſons, cannot be loo 
early repreſſed ; more particularly, when it ſprings 
from malicious motives, and is attempted to be uſed 
as an engine of power, and that at a time like this, 
when we have occaſion for the TRUE SPIRIT OF 
SAVING UNION; when thoſe, whoſe information, 
or ſagacity, warned them early of the danger of this 
unfortunate war, ſhould prove their title to parts 
and feeling, by cordially forgetting all political ani- 
mofities ; and thoſe who have all along differed ___ 

Them 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


them in opinion, ban bould, reflecting that there can be 
but one mind t the afety of the Country is at 


flake, ſubmit to events, and as cordially co-operate 


with thoſe, whom perhaps they have thought to9 
harſhly of, ſincerely uniting for the general good. — 
When a veſſel * is drove among breakers, by the 
errors of the pilot, or the accidents of fate, it would 
be madneſs in the crew not to be all of one mind ts 
right and ſave her, BY A PULL ALL TOGETHER. 


LETTER, 


Sc. Cc. Oc. 
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S your unjuſt and unprincipled attack 
on me, was made ſuddenly and pub- 
lickly, a ſenſe of what is due to my own 
character demands that my reply ſhould be 
dictated in the ſame manner; neither does it 
leſs concern many other perſons, than my- 
ſelf; for if there exiſts a being in this neigh- 
bourhood, capable of making uſe of the 
loweſt of political engines, in an attempt to 
overawe thoſe whom his conſequence cannot 
A 3 reach 
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reach in any other manner ; it becomes a 
duty to the public, early to | unmaſk ſo ne- 
farious a diſpoſition. 


Ir ſeems, Sir, that ſome trifling acts of 
Charity, to two extremely poor individuals, 
with large familics, who, by I know not 
what act of theirs, had incurred your high 
and mighty diſpleaſure, (for of thoſe poor 
people I know nothing, but that they are 
poor and miſerable) it ſeems, Sir, that this 
is, in your New Code, a crime which none, 
with impunity, ſhall dare to commit. 
You therefore, without deeming any preface 
neceſſary, charged me, on Saturday laſt, in 
the Coffee-Room, at Vindſor, with Three 
Curious Offences. —Firſt. Having abbetted one 
NoxrTu in ſettling on the waſte, who, with 
a wife and eight children, was obliged to 
quit his Cottage, during the coldeſt Froſt of 
this Winter, when the Snow lay deep on the 
Ground, and took. ſhelter in a Hut, raiſed 
in one night, of about thirteen feet by ſeven, 
with no other covering*but open Pantiles— 
no other Bed than Straw—no other Floor 
than the bare Sod ! 4 


Tus 
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Tus ſituated, you do not deny that you 
attempted, with your own hands, to throw 
his houſe down; and I know that you was 
not contented with that, and loading theſe 
poor creatures with abuſe, but that you came 
another time, tore up two Fruit Trees which 
the Man had planted, but not encloſed; and, 
inſtcad of putting your hand to ttat itore, 
which, perhaps it you had examined your 
own heart, you leſs deſerve than ſome of 
theſe humble objects; finding only the wife 
at home, you renewed your execrations 
againſt the ſacred head of Poverty, and 
told her ſhe was a Fool, an Idiot, and only 
fit for the Work-houſe; with other ex- 
preſſions of wild rage, not worth while to 


cnumerate, 


Now my conduct, I confeſs, was the re- 
verſe ; having with difficulty reached their 
Cottage, through the Snow, though only a 
quarter of a mile from my houſe, induced 
by a report, which I could ſcarcely credit, 
that ſuch a family exiſted fo near me;—1 
entered, and found them, on Chriſtmas Day, 
in a Hut that could ſcarcely contain their 

bodies, 
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bodies, fitting round a diſh of Potatoes on 
the Ground, chiefly warmed by the ſmoke 
that ſurrounded them; the Woman with a 
child at her breaſt ; and their bed, for they 
had but one for all, a ſcanty Bag of Straw, 


Ar TER adding ſome Beer to their humble 
meal, which I cannot think amounts to an 
act of Charity, for who could have gone home 
at ſuch a ſeaſon with any appetite to his own 
dinner, and not have diſcharged ſuch a 
duty? I promiſed them ſome coals, gave 
them ſome money, a few tiles, a log to fit 
on, and ended with blaming them for having 
fixed there without giving ſome notice to 
the inhabitants, recommending ſobriety and 
good behaviour, and adviſing them, when 
convenient, to remove to ſome ſpot which 
would be leſs obnoxious to a very worthy 
Lady, whole garden they were rather too 
ncar to, to be agreeable; but after what 
they related, and which I knew to be true, 
of the conduct of Mr. GRri1rriTtHs, Whoſe 
houle is ſituated near a mile below them, and 
quite out of fight, I certainly did adviſe 
them not to be removed at his ſole mandate, 


tO 
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to a damp ſpot in the neighbourhood, which 
he had propoſed, without conſulting any 
of us. 


Tuus, Sir, I have cleared myſelf of your 
firſt and principal Charge of Charity; and. 
I own I cannot but be ſurpriſed, that on 
aſcending from the damp clays which your 
pondrous Manſion ſo remarkably oppreſſes, 
to the finer air of our delightful Hill, you 
were not inſpired with purer ſentiments, 


You ſay they are bad characters; I am 
not undertaking their defence ; but this I 
muſt ſay, (except from your lips) I have 
heard nothing to their prejudice ; but are 
their helpleſs children ſo? 


Tux ſecond Charge was, that J had ſet 
on foot a ſubſcription for a poor Mole- 
Catcher, who had been burned out of his 
Cottage; by means of which, you ſaid, 
that inſtead of the Pariſh getting rid of a 
“% Poacher, he had got a new houle, and can- 
not now be removed.“ 


To 


To this again I plead, Not Guilty of Cha- 
rity, for I certainly did not begin the ſub- 
ſcription, but a very humane neighbour, 
Mr. Jonwsronz; I gave my half-guinea, 
with others, notwithſtanding the 'man had 
behaved ill to me, becauſe he had an in- 
duſtrious wife, with nine Children. The 
calamity of Fire, demands from the hardeſt 
heart, at leaſt the ſemblance of humanity ; 
an affliction that the proudeſt ſeats are 
equally deſtined to ſhare with the humbleſt 
cottage, as the adjoining county not long 
fince with tendernefs beheld, when the noble 
Palace of CLIT DEN ſell; the which having 
ſo recently happened, ſhould, I think, at 
leaſt have taught you to reſpett the inten- 
tions of your neighbours; and have re- 
ſtrained you from cenſuring that att, as you 
did in the Coffee-Room, as the att of mere 
Fools : if this indeed be folly, may I never 
partake of Mr, GRirrirus's wiſdom ! 


Tux Third I think was, that I had ſuf- 
fered another poor family to ſettle on the 
waſte, near my grounds ; and * that I ſhould 
* {oon get a neighbourhood of them about 

% me, 
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4 me, but that you would Marx M, I might 
* depend on it, to Government, for thus encou- 
& raging the poor to be inſolent, and as 4 
© PROMOTEROF DEMOCRACY , Yes, [ſhould 
& ſee the danger of offending you, I ſhould be 
& marked, I ſhould fee you were deter- 
«© mined !” 


Tuvs then finding you are no longer of 
any conſequence at Veſtries, which you have 
long diſturbed, I hear, by your overbearing 
ſpirit, you have adopted a new Syſtem of 
Terror to enable you to procure an aſcend- 
ancy-in the Pariſh, to which you are neither 
entitled by talent, or temper; and to the 
poſſible fears of your perſonal proweſs, is to 
be united the juſt apprehenſions of your 
profeſſed malignity. 


Six, I neither know, nor ever before heard 
of a gentleman, whoſe luſt of parochial influ_ 
ence was attempted to be gained by ſuch baſe 
means; a gentleman, Sir, never attempts to 
dragoon his independant Neighbours, out of 
their. juſt privileges of ſupporting whom 
they pleaſe, and if I had abetted the Man in 

| coming 
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coming to ſettle, at near a Mile from your 
houſe, (which it is well known I did not, as 
I never {aw him till he was ſettled there, and 
then ſaw it with anxiety; not on your account 
but that of my moſt reſpectable neighbour) 
yet ſtill my privilege to do ſo was indiſputable, 
and with equal propriety might you threaten 
the Lord of the Manor with impeachment for 
not removing him at your bidding. 


Taz fad * I believe, that neither you, 


nor I have any power to diſlodge him after 


inhabiting, and I feel at a loſs, which to ad- 
mire moſt in this tranſattion, your bad Ad- 
dreſs, your new Syſtem of — or your 
Tyrannical deſires. 


Since when has Mr. Gz1rx1THs been pa- 
tented to diftate to me what condutt I ſhall 
purſue? Since when have I made him a judge 
of my political opinions? To my ſociety 
he has never been invited, nor ever will be; 
I have always known how to reſpett him as 
my equal, but never acknowledged him as 
a Superior:—what his wealth may be, has 
not becn even a ſubje@ of my enquiry, I 

know 


r 
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know I am wealthy enough to be quite in- 
dependant of all mankind, and richer no wiſe 
Man would defire to be: That independ- 
ance, and the employment in private life of 
my humble talents, not I hope unuſciully, 
conſtitutes my real riches; and it will never 
be in the power of any man to bully me out 
of that peace, which they ſo cordially beſtow, 
far indeed in my confined eſtimation beyond 
all the treaſures of the Eaſt. 


Bur although I will not detail my political 
creed to oblige a rude intruder, yet, for the 
lake of that honeſt reputation, which I ſhould 
be ſorry to forfeit among my neighbours, I 
will take this opportunity of declaring that 
my ſentiments are as near as any man's, thoſe 
of that exalted Stateſman, Mr. Fox: I love, 
revere, and will ever to the utmoſt of my 
poor powers ſupport the Conſtitution, but I 
muſt forever deplore the cauſe and conduct 
of this, in my opinion (and I have had ſome 
opportunities of forming it) unneceſſary War. 


Ir to lament, unuſeful bloodſhed, to ſigh 
for peace, and the returning proſperity of this 
glorious 
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glorious Iſland; if in my writings to have had no 
other view than to benefit my Country; if to 
wiſh to ſee the fate of the poor man ameliora- 
ted by the Laws ; if theſe traits charatteriſe 
a Democrat, J am bound to bear the charge, 
but I muſt ſay, I think you have taken a 
very unhappy moment to blame ſuch a dif- 
poſition as tends to conciliate our poor and 
virtuous brethren, when every day and every 
hour we may have occaſion to call upon 
them for their ſervices, to protett from a 
vindictive foe, that Property and Credit, on 


which we all depend. 


Thus, Sir, I think I have gently repelled 
your calumny, a taſk which the cloſe retire- 
ment in which I live, demanded, for if I had 
been ſilent under your public and revengeful 
imputation, I ſhould have armed you againſt 
myſelf; and as I rarely quit my beloved and 
quiet abode, where I learn what is paſſing 
chiefly by the Preſs, you might eaſily, in 
Times like theſe, while I was cultivating my 
little Garden, have, by your threatened de- 
nunciations ,made me to be looked upon, as 
a Man that was diſturbing the Spirit of the 


County. 
Jam 


E 


11 Am not a young Man, and this is now 
the firſt time I have had occaſion to take this 
method, to do myſelf juſtice, which, by your 
refuſal to anſwer my demand of it, made 
ever ſince the day after your attack, I ſee 
you are inclined to deny me; I am therefore 
juſtified, for, if the part you att, be, by 
inſolence to drive men to deſperate remedies 
on every trifling occaſion, or to ſubmit their 
juſt rights to your abſolute controul, it 
would, if ſucceſsful, put it in the power of 
any man, to diſturb the peace of private fa- 
milies, at a very ſmall riſk, and to lay in ruins 
the independant privileges of every ſober 
Member of Society. 


Jam, 
Sir, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 


Biſkopsgate, 
Wedneſday 20th Feb. 1797. G. CUMBERLAN D. 


N. B. The Hutt in queſtion is a miſerable 
lingle room, which NozTn, a Bricklayer, 
took ſhelter in ſome time, I know not when 
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this winter, at the end of the row of houſes 
at BisHoPSGATE, and on the oppoſite fide of 
the road from the very extremtiy of Mr. 
Griverirns's ground.---There, the curious 
in encroachments, may find them ſtill, with- 
out any encloſure, and with a roof lower 
than the Park pailing, expoſed to the coldeſt 
Eaſtern blaſts; a ſight, which, when ſeen, 
will call forth very different ſentiments from 
rage, as it has already, in the boſoms of ſome 
kinder beings than their diſtant neighbour, 
but whom I will not name, leſt they ſhould 
likewiſe fall under Mr, Gz1ex1Tus's cenſure 
of Democracy. N 
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COPY of a LETTER, ſent in an envel- 
lope, on SUNDAY Morning, the 17th, 
the day aſter the malignant Threat had 
been held out in the WITR HAN Coffee 
Room, and to which no anſwer whatever 
was returned. 


__ 
To HENRY GRIFFITHS, Eſq. 


BEAUMONT LODGE. 
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& I Can have no doubt, that on mature 
& reflection, on the unprecedented, and 
“ unjuſt attack, which you made on me 
* Yeſterday, that you are inclined, as a 
“Gentleman, to make a ſuitable apology ; 
* and if any of the ſevere retorts which 
* your manner drew from me, ſhall be 

« judged 


« by their deciſion. 


1 J 


ce judged by thoſe who heard them, to de- 
&« mand the like, I am ready to be guided 


When you have done 


c me Juſtice, on my part all will be e buried 


c“ in obltvion. 


: * 


* —— - 


* * 


& I am, 


* 


„ Sir, 


1 l 
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6 Your moſt obedient 


es humble Servant, 


& 8. rr N 
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Bifbopsgate, 


Sunday Morning, 17th Feb. 1797. 
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